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[image: image2.jpg]Class, pay no attention to the bureaucrat ... he's here to help.
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Schools Blow $1.2 Billion!

Pension over-spending and unaccountable reserve funds create over $1 billion in questionable spending.

The Oregonian helped to determine that the average annual pension and health benefits cost per Oregon teacher is $18,300 per year – which is 55% above the national average. Portland teachers’ monthly health benefits alone are over $900 per month.  The pension costs are so high that many teachers have retired at 107% of their final year’s salary.  It was calculated that, if our education spending on benefits were the same as the national average, we could save $500 million dollars per year!   – The Oregonian 7-10-05
School districts across Oregon have over $526 million in reserve accounts – roughly 15% of their total resources. Woodburn has close to 33% of its entire budget in reserve. Hillsboro had $17 million in reserve when they cut the school year by 17 days for “lack of funds.”  The findings were part of a special report of the Statesman Journal. – Statesman Journal 4-6-05
Average public pension costs for all state and local employees are expected to increase by 9% for 2005-07, according to a Public Employee Retirement System report.  

– Statesman Journal 12-11-04.

300 teachers overpaid

An administrative law judge has ruled that nearly 300 Portland Public Schools teachers were overpaid due to first year teachers being mistakenly placed in the higher salary range of third year teachers. – Portland Tribune 1-30-04
126 questionable raises?

A state universities audit has found 126 raises at UO and OSU authorized during a statewide pay freeze – costing the taxpayers over $1 million!

– State Audit 11-10-04
ODOT employees & kickback deal

Four Oregon transportation workers resigned under a national kickback investigation involving DOT officials nationwide.   It is suspected that ODOT workers paid inflated prices, as much as10 times higher, for products from a specific firm in exchange for thousands of dollars in gifts and gratuities. – The Oregonian 12-14-04  

Millions wasted on reservoir caps

Portland spent $4.3 million trying to cap its reservoirs to protect them from a possible terrorist attack.   After buying one $398,000 cap, it was never used and was later put on eBay for a tenth of its cost. – Portland Mercury 9/23-29/2004
10 newspapers sue for public records

Ten Oregon newspapers are suing the Klamath County school district to release public records relating to an investigation of the district’s controversial decisions involving layoffs, insider contracts and purchases.   – Statesman Journal 11-26-04 
Subsidizing the high-tech poor

Oregon law requires all new affordable housing units to be built with high speed internet connections if they are able to receive matching federal dollars.  Now the middle class is forced to pay for the poor’s high tech equipment (DSL) – something that only 25% of the rest of Americans have.  

– The Oregonian 11-22-04

Politicians benefit from Lottery funds they allocate
Several Deschutes County Commissioners are being criticized for conflict of interest relating to where they spent lottery economic development funds. One Commissioner authorized lottery funds to replace his great grandfather’s gravesite (which he later rescinded and reimbursed).  A second Commissioner voted to send $5,700 in lottery funds to a non-profit where he serves on the board and $2,500 to another non-profit whose board his wife serves on.  A third Commissioner granted $20,000 to a non-profit for which he serves on.  The Bend Bulletin newspaper showed how easy it was to get such funds, with one local venture capitalist receiving a $1,500 grant in just four days!  – Bend Bulletin 11-21-04
$1 billion pension liability

Portland’s Police & Fire disability fund has grown 25% since 2001, putting the system at a $1.27 billion liability.

– The Oregonian 1-17-05

College celebrates graffiti 

Reed College hosts an annual graffiti competition.   Professors serve as judges, but many of the artists remain anonymous because many of them are wanted by local police for their ongoing spray-paint vandalism in the city.  Catch your favorite artists before he is in jail.  
– The Oregonian 3-9-04
More on reverse (

Pot Smoking Judge Refuses to Resign
-- Continues to take $100,000+ salary despite no cases!

Gold Hill Judge Robert King was cited for possessing marijuana sold to him by the local librarian in a sting operation.  Judge King refuses to resign, and the local sheriff refuses to give him any cases to handle.  Further complicating matters, the county has decided to move the court from Gold Hill to Central Point.  Judge King refuses to move into the new courthouse.  In the meantime Judge Roberts has applied for a medical marijuana card, and collects a $100,000 salary while doing nothing.  Our suggestions for the sting operation should have been operation “Rope a dope” or “Weeding out crime”. 

– Medford Tribune 4-26-05
Corrupt inspector wins, 

homeowners lose 

Good news for the corrupt Portland housing inspector who drove people out of their homes through excessive citations only to buy their homes at the devalued price and re-sell them for a profit.  An appeals board reduced the inspector’s 30-day suspension penalty to a written reprimand.  The board apparently felt the long, clean record of the inspector was more important than the senior citizen and the single mom homeowner who lost their homes in the scheme.  – The Oregonian 1-2-04

Inflexible law kills doggie biz

Eugene entrepreneur, Wendy Porter, spent $50,000 setting up a doggie day-care business.  The City’s zoning allows kennels only in industrial areas, which would have cost $50,000 in development charges and more costs in other permit fees.  Porter tried instead to establish her set-up in a business retail district along with other pet-related businesses like pet stores and grooming shops.  Despite support from neighbors and customers, Porter was denied the right to set up a kennel in a business retail district.  After already spending thousands, Porter closed her business. – Eugene Register Guard 4-11-04

$6,000 Bus historian

Tri-met has offered $6,000 for a cultural historian to write a report about the historical character of the bus stations surrounding the proposed 1-205 Light Rail station.  See www.Trimet.org
Red tape stomps small business
The City of Albany is trying to wipe-out street & parking lot vendors who rent private property, by charging them a $100 business fee which only last 30-days and can’t be renewed until next year.  Critics say its anti-business and local Police say they don’t want to waste time issuing tickets. – Democrat Herald 5-17-05
Crying wolf over taxes

Last year Corvallis demanded approval of a property tax increase, lest the newly-built fire station not be staffed.  Voters rejected both the new tax and the heavy hand of city council, and surprisingly, the fire station was somehow staffed.  Now, Corvallis is saying it is short of vital funds for roads and must pass a utility tax.
Sewer project doubles!

Portland’s famed ‘Big Pipe’ sewer project has doubled in estimated cost from $24 million to $50 million, and is currently stuck in an 18-month delay.

Public employee abuse
(West Linn-Wilsonville School District superintendent, Roger Woehl, is paying a $3,000 settlement for violating district policy when he hired his stepson to work on the district’s website.

– The Oregonian 9-24-04

( Forest Grove City Manager, Vergie Ries, resigned with a $25,000 severance package after controversy over purchasing a fire truck that was overpriced by $97,000, and for having the city pay $420,000 to settle a sexual harassment lawsuit against her.   The Oregonian 2-23-04

( Former City Recorder, Jeri Jones, was convicted of stealing $180,000 from the city by writing herself duplicate payroll checks and charging personal items on her credit card.  Bend Bulletin 7-12-05
( The city of Coburg fired its city recorder, Peggy de Montmorency, for racking up $2,500 in bank overdraft charges, mishandling pension reports, and for writing a $7500 check to herself for vacation and comp time. The Register Guard 10-27-04
( Coburg (again) paid $120,000 in a contract buy-out for their former police chief, who helped “raise” $800,000 in speeding tickets using a clever speed trap along Interstate 5.   The chief collected so much money from the speeding tickets that it represented 57% of the entire city’s budget. – Register Guard 1-5-05

These employee abuse examples are featured to help government prevent future fraud and errors.  Such abuses unfairly malign the image of honest public servants.
Jason D. Williams
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Free the teachers! The Dept. of Education in Salem has a $90 million budget and 250 employees.  The ESD office for Beaverton schools is an $8 million building able to house 200 administrators. Oregon’s education CIM/CAM program cost 


$60 million and is among the most bureaucratic in the nation.





Government  Success Stories.


By the Taxpayer Foundation of Oregon





Manager saves schools $3 million:  Assistant Facilities Manager, Dave Crowe, has been praised for saving the school district $3 million since 1998 through energy cost-savings.  Even when 140,000 square 


feet of new space, and 3,000 new computers with supporting air conditioners were added to the district, Crowe kept the energy consumption levels unchanged.   Crowe uses technology and tracking methods to identify wasted energy. – The Oregonian 12-20-04





Students help janitors: Three Rivers Elementary School is saving tax dollars and making students more involved in their school by recruiting them to help with the cleaning and maintenance of the school. – Statesman Journal 12-13-04





Portland schools open to criticism: Portland School District opened themselves up to a critical evaluation when they volunteered to be reviewed by the Annenberg Institute for School Reform. Other school districts should follow their lead. – Portland Tribune 1-11-05





Using web technology: Marion County has created an online site for dog owners to renew dog licenses. Owners cheered! – Statesman Journal 2-7-05
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